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What	  Is	  Orion?

• SoAware	  development	  in	  a	  browser:
edi7ng,	  naviga7ng	  folders,	  searching,	  working	  with	  SCM...

• Set	  of	  linked	  web	  pages,	  NOT	  an	  IDE	  running	  in	  a	  browser.	  

•Makes	  it	  easy	  to	  integrate	  other	  func7onality	  even	  if	  
hosted	  on	  different	  servers.

• Ini7al	  focus	  on	  web	  developers	  working	  on	  client-‐side	  
JavaScript,	  HTML,	  CSS.
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In	  a	  Browser?

• Bug	  tracking	  (Bugzilla,	  JIRA,	  Trac,	  Lighthouse,	  Ra7onal	  RTC)

• Builds	  (e.g.	  Hudson)

• Code	  review	  (Bugzilla,	  Gerrit,	  GitHub)

• Documenta7on,	  Code	  Snippets

• Browsing	  code	  repositories	  (GitHub,	  ViewCVS,	  Ra7onal	  RTC)

• Debugger	  (Firebug,	  WebKit	  Inspector)
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Code	  Editor

• Fast

• Scalable

•Works	  in	  all	  desktop	  browsers

• Faster	  than	  desktop	  Eclipse
editor!
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Orion	  Design	  Principles

• Regular	  Hyperlinks,	  back	  bu=on,	  bookmarking,	  link	  sharing.

• Func7onality	  on	  separate	  pages.	  Page	  =	  Task+Resource.

• Performant	  and	  Lightweight.	  Speed	  trumps	  power.

• Components	  should	  have	  value	  on	  their	  own.

• Low	  barrier	  of	  entry	  for	  adopters.	  Don’t	  require	  technology	  
buy-‐in.
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Planning	  Mee7ng

•March	  17/18	  at	  SAP	  Labs,	  Palo	  Alto

• Broad	  par7cipa7on:	  Siemens,	  SAP,	  RIM,	  Nuxeo,	  Nokia,	  
Nitobi,	  Mozilla,	  Motorola,	  MicrosoA,	  IBM,	  Google,	  GitHub,	  
Firebug

• Take	  aways:
no	  controversy	  at	  all	  about	  tooling	  moving	  to	  the	  web
concrete	  next	  steps	  iden7fied,	  for	  project	  and	  adopters
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In	  Closing...

•We	  (IBM)	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  community	  to	  form	  around	  this	  
forms	  at	  Eclipse,	  and	  are	  contribu7ng	  a	  seed.

• Orion	  is	  in	  very	  early	  development.	  Looking	  for	  adopters	  and	  
contributors!

•More	  informa7on:	  eclipse.org/orion
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Dual	  licensing	  for	  Orion
(client	  side)	  under	  EPL/EDL
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EPL	  and	  EDL

• Key	  difference:	  EPL	  requires	  deriva7ve	  works	  be	  available	  
under	  EPL	  (“copyleA”),	  EDL	  does	  not	  require	  this.

• EDL	  is	  basically	  the	  New	  (three-‐clause)	  BSD	  license.

• Seeking	  EPL/EDL	  dual	  licensing	  only	  for	  client-‐side	  code	  
(HTML,	  CSS,	  JavaScript),	  not	  server-‐side	  code	  (Java).
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Why	  EDL	  in	  addi7on	  to	  EPL?

• EPL	  for	  consump7on	  at	  Eclipse,	  EDL	  (BSD)	  for	  Web	  community.

• e.g.	  Firebug:	  debugger	  for	  Firefox,	  BSD

• e.g.	  WebKit	  Inspector:	  debugger	  for	  WebKit	  browsers,	  BSD

•Many	  other	  opportuni7es	  for	  adop7on	  in	  the	  web	  
community.

•We	  want	  broadest	  possible	  adop7on	  to	  establish	  Orion	  as	  a	  
plagorm	  /	  as	  a	  way	  to	  integrate	  web-‐based	  tools
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Benefits	  of	  EDL

• Both	  Firebug	  and	  WebKit	  Inspector	  are	  poten7al	  adopters	  of	  
the	  Orion	  editor.	  Both	  would	  need	  EDL.	  Adop7on	  by	  even	  
one	  of	  them	  would	  be	  a	  big	  win	  for	  Orion	  (“our	  skin	  in	  the	  
game”)

•Web	  community	  has	  come	  to	  expect	  liberal	  licenses.
e.g.	  Dojo:	  BSD(+AFL),	  jQuery:	  MIT(+GPL).

• EPL	  is	  virtually	  unknown	  in	  the	  Web	  community	  and	  a	  
barrier	  for	  adop7on	  (e.g.	  no	  clear	  “package	  boundary”	  as	  
with	  Java	  for	  separa7ng	  copyleA	  code	  from	  other	  code).

Monday, March 28, 2011



Poten7al	  Concerns

• EDL	  doesn’t	  require	  to	  contribute	  back.	  Enabling	  “leeches”?

• In	  prac7ce,	  it	  is	  up	  to	  the	  consumer	  anyway	  to	  contribute	  
back.	  The	  EPL	  only	  requires	  that	  deriva7ve	  works	  be	  
published	  somewhere.	  Inves7ng	  real	  work	  to	  merge	  
changes	  only	  happens	  where	  there	  is	  business	  interest,	  
not	  because	  of	  a	  license.

• Orion	  code	  is	  at	  the	  level	  of	  infrastructure	  &	  plumbing,	  not	  
at	  the	  level	  of	  value	  add.
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Ques7ons?	  Comments?
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