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Background

❧ The current validation framework has a number of known problems 
and limitations.

❧ I have been thinking about adding a new validation framework.

❧ This presentation starts to introduce that new framework.
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Approach

❧ Old validators – work exactly like they used to
✔ They still plug into the old framework
✔ They are still run by the old framework
✔ Good migration story

❧ Can’t blame new framework if things don’t work ✪
❧ Migrate at your own pace – possibly never
❧ Fine for low volume validators and third party validators

❧ New Validators
✔ Designed to minimize what validator owners need to do
✔ Use a new extension point
✔ Implementation detail

❧ Wrap an old validator
❧ Supply a brand new, better validator
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Validators get to Pick the Defaults



IBM Software Group | Rational software

5

❧ But, Users get the ultimate say …
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New Validation UI

❧ Top level UI almost identical 
to existing UI
✔ The level where you turn on 

or off validation

❧ New Validators will have 
additional configuration 
options on the “Settings” 
page:
✔ File extensions
✔ Natures
✔ Facets
✔ Content Type
✔ Folder names
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Users get more control over Filters
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Adding Filters
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API
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Case Study

❧ What did it take to convert the HTML Syntax Validator?

❧ Not much
✔ Two files changed

❧ Plugin.xml – to use the new extension point
❧ HTMLValidator
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Before

After
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Some methods to note:
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Why move to the New Framework?

❧ Performance
✔ Caching
✔ Job Control
✔ Content Type
✔ Fine Grain Control

❧ Dependency Support

❧ UI Dialog

❧ Simplicity and Documentation

❧ Framework Collateral

❧ Logging and Auditing


